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Total retail zoles of 332,790,267,000 niready reporied
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these lines ns well aa essentinl data for oll iypes of
liminnry cemsus report have hean asssmbled n o form
which permits o quok comparison of the totals, These
dota ore presented by States and by kinde of business.

Tota! Sales ire 1935 31 Perceni Above I933.
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ate }ow point of the depression, bué also

to measare the recovery since 1933 in the npgregate

t only the extent of the deoling from 1928 fo
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Summary of the Retail Census of 1935
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ITH the completion of the 1933 census, com-

prehen

Tinbed Stalea to. 0, 86, 110 [1, 600051 [8, 007, 28 [4% 70, 207
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icformation which, among other things, has afforded ;| decline in both of these years from the 192¢ resulis.

the baosts for the development of more adequate corrent

for 3 of the past 7 years. Thus, it ia possible ko deter-
indexes of retad enles.

census compilntions provided s weulth of merketing
purchasiog hes thereby been enhnneod, and the present
cengis affords another bench marl for testing the
further ressarch which will provide new matorial along

and by differens kinds of business.
representative nature of fhe curpent series

the a
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showing incresses of 47 and 39 pernani, respectivaly.
Most of the States in thess areas showed a more than
averags decline from 1029 to 1933, but the subsequent
recovery in sales wae siso sharper, se that in all but
two casee (Coloredo, for which data are not yof eom-
pleta, and Arizons) sales in 1936 in comparison with
thoss of 1929, were ot or chove the avernge.

West North Centrel SBtates, with the exception of
Minnesota and Miesouri, experienced a more than
averags deoline from 1929 to 1833 and only about an
averape ineranse from 1933 ta 1935, A like situation
prevailsd in Arkansas, Migsisaippi, Oklshoms, and
Teaxps, .

States east of the Mississippi show wider variations
from State to State than nre evidenced in the Wast.
A true approienl of asles in this Jarge group of States
cannot be mads uwntil fioal reports are ovailzble for
New York and Illincis,! One periinent obecrvation is
that the Distrist of Columbie hes most nenrly np-
proached the 1929 lavel of sales. Sales in 1935 wers
within 3 percent of the 1929 value figure and un-
doubitedly wera in excess of the 1029 wolums.

1 Whh the somgisthon of 1he Goal ropont oo retal? Erode, which b axpeotad In the
comtlog DOnth, the feils KT 1938 WHI be rabud Seiewhat, with [ Giors Inportant
cangsa In Ko Siates of Conneotinnt, Miesly, Muryised, Mipserl, and Wew York,
Hoawerer, mmoh inoroosas will 2od motectaliy ook Ebe reads Bt ooy be ohesered
o the Thale of Dresab evadistle Soures,  ETOMCH TG b Gaken of b Rick thet o
small number of sancaryy which zaqortart §n 1053 wrill ood be lcldod In tha el
diti Bor 1NEE batwiee of thol roft1n) io mpart. T Earoso of $he £ eoees won noabie

o ot Cheeo Teports Decnoes ol 1 almobes of IngkLon making Fush rpts o
dutary.’nther thin In reguler oo years.
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On e per-capitn hasis, sales increased from $199 in
1933 to $267 In 1933, with oll States reporting higher
per-copita soles. The South, in general, showed tha
lowest. per-capito sales, the South Atlantic and South-
Central States (excent for Maryland, Delawars, the
District of Columbin, and Florida) being below ihe
TUnited States avergge in both yeme. The District of
Columbiza leads the country, with per-capite sales of
$445 in 19353 and 3551 in 1935. The smnllest par-
copitn sales in bolh years were those reported for the
State of Mississippi.

Salea by Kind of Huginess.

In considering the dain presented in toble 2 it is
important to keep in mind the method of claseification
employed in compiliag these datn. Sales by kind of
business reprasent the total sales of stores whose chiaf
line of netivity is indicnted by the sitle of the classifi-
cntlon. Numarsus shifts of classification of individaal
estnblishments by reason of chenges fu the predomi-
nant slemants in their anles, have affected the com-
porability of cartain of the minor classifleniione, hut
by grouping those between wlich shifts may be ex-
pected 0 cconr becavsa of clnesification, significant
resuliz are chininable.

01 the major clazsificntions, food stores have the best
comparative record from the ztandpoint of dollar
volome of sales. In 1983 dollar sales wers €3 percent
of the 1%20 flpure, while 1935 =nles represented 77

LNOER EACH STATE THE ARRANGENENT
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percent of the 1920 totnl. Eating placss, with com. Tha ¢ontinued decline in the number of cigar stozea
porable fizures of 62 percent and 78 percent, and drug | and stande, and their smaller total and pec-capitn soles,
slores with 63 percent snd 73 percent, may alsc be | are not messures of the movement of salea of tobaces
incloded with the more imporéant groups which hnve | ond tobacco products. HRather, they repreaent x chift
fnred reletivaly well. The sesmipgly fine record of | in copsumer purchasing habit, which kns reduced the
fnel and ice dealers must be counterbolemced by the | proportion of tobaeeo sold in specinléy shops, end in-
very poor record in building materinls, These proups, | creased tha proportionate shore of deparimazns, drug,
which inelude many duel-line stores, must ba eon- | gnd grocery stares,

gidered ns o unit for purpoges of somparison, because Per-pnpitn seles showed their largest incrensa in the
the precipitous decline in building matarials, in many | antomotive line, with metor-vehicls dealera inereasing
cnses, would shift o store into the othar classifiention | their per-capita salez from $17 to $20 in the 2-year
and might yield rn incrensa even thouwgl there was | period. Food-store sales, always the laroest item in
netually a decline in totel sales. this cluesifieation, incrassed muterially from $54 to $65.

Table IrwSucymary of Retall Trade, by Kind of Susteem, 193135
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Maore Retail Extnblishments Than 1o 192%.

The census of 1933 revealed remarksbly litile changs
in the number of retail establishinents during the pertod
of asvere contraction in eoles and prices subsequent te
1929, HReports now svailable for [935 reveal on in-
crensa of 8 percent,. or almost 123,000, in the number
of entablishments in comparison with the fizuves re-
ported for 1283, The incresse wonld be even larger
if some 20,500 vstablished, praviously elassed as baker-
ies, garnges, heating and plumbing shops, and electrieal
shops hnd not been troneferred from retail trode to
other census olassifications.

This gain was mainly a result of increasas in the
following classes: Food stores, baer and liquor stores,
fiiling stations, drinking places, end fuel and ise dealers.
Agninat thiz can be set the decline in the number of
ptores engaged in the sale of genernl merchnndise,
gurages, and eating places. This cannot oll be inter-
preted to meon an sctual changs in the esteblishmenta
themselves, but rather in pars; to o change in classifiea-
tion due to the policy of classifying anoh soneern accord-
ing to its prinecipal line of business. This poliey weuld
neeount for o large port of the shifts, for example, from
garngea to filling etations ond from eating places to
drinking ploces. Howaver, thera can ba no douvht but
thot besr aond odher hquﬂr establishmenis, packaged
and otherwies, first legolized in Decomber 1933, con.
tributed o major portion of the inerasge. In 1933,
thers were 204,102 atores clzesed as beer and liquor
stores, enting and drinking pleces, ns sgainst 263,147
in 1935, & poin approximately half the totol gain
repofted in the number of retail establiskmenta.

Goographically, bui thrae States, other than those
for which retnroe are yet ineomplete, had 2 fawer
number of retnil esiablishments in 1535 than in 1933,
Thess Sintea are Nebraske, Oldohoms, and Wisconsin.

Number of Active Fropristors Decreassd.

Daspite the S-percent ineronse in the number of
vatail cstablishroents from 1633 to 1935, the number
of aciive proprietors declined. Aocording to the
sonaus definition, aotive proprietors instude “propristor-
owneta devating the major pertion of their time to the
business, They ars not included in the count of
smployesa, nor ia their compensation included in the
paywoll totals. Corporate officers ond wceentivea of
sorporations ara not proprietors.” This group num-
bered 1,510,004 in 1935 as eomparad with 1,574,341 in
1833, 16 in trus that last yesx's firmure will e =omn-
what incressed when finnl reports are available, but
the States from which little, if ony, additional date
are axpected show o definite decrease in the numbar of
proprietors,

Employment up 14 Percant, Pay Rolls 22 Parcant,

The increase in sales fromt 1953 to 1935 was nccom-

panied by a substantial gain in both employment and
THEE— I e
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pay rolls in retnil esiablisbments. The average num-
ber of employees, both full-fime snd part-time, in-
creased 14 percent from 3,433,652 in 1933 to 3,800,027
in 1935, while pay rolls increased 23 percent from
$2.910,445,000 in 1933 to £3,568,308 000 in 1934,

Although available-reporta do not separnis part-
time and full-time employment, the separation of pay
rolls into these two groups shows thaé the 23-percent
inorenss in total pay roll consisted of a 26-percant gain
in full-time pay roll end a 5 percent decline in the
amount received for port-time aervice. This indicates
that the failure of total employment to increase more
nearly i propovtion {o sales wns a result of the more
stendy omployment afforded persons whe woere previ-
ously working short hours. Final tabulations, when pub-
Yishid, will indicate the true extent of this development.

In any case, whather as a result of fuller amploy-
meni, of bigher wages, or of & combinotion of the two,
the avernge pny of employess in refail eatablishmants,
both full-time end pori-tirno, incrensed 8 percent—
from §84% in 1833 to §915 n 1035,

Lneomplete as the preliminary repovis are, the Consus
of Business retail trnde datn indicate an sppreciable
recovery in eales, number of employess, and pay volls
in oll sactions of the country. FPreliminary date are
now availeble for each State and elso for each aity of
more thom 500,000 populotion. Thess provida data
ralative to the number of stores, zmount of salas,
number of propristors and employees, sand amouat of
pay roll for eash kind of businasa,

The Burenu of the Canzne stateg: “Final reports will
follow as ropidly as they nre compietad, Area fabies
will show stores, salas, parsonnel, and poy roll for snch
vity and town of more than 2,500 populstion and for
ramainder of each county, snd stores and sales by
kinds of business (54 olewificntions in eitics of more
than 50,000 and 12 classifieations in smaller ploces and
for sach county). Other tables will prosent dots in
considerabla detail oh epersting expenses, rantal rates,
ernployment by monihs, pay rolls, iypes of operntion
{independents, chaivs, mail order, honse-to-house, pte.}),
eredit businesses, diatribution of snles by siza of business
and by eity-size groups, and the nature and proportion
of the varions commedities s0ld by each kind of store.

"Spacinl-gubject reports will inelude tables and parti-
nent censua facts on food reiailing, liquor retniling,
apparel retailing, the retniling of avtomobiles, gaaoline
and oil, furnifure nnd household appliance retailing,
drug retailing, and othera.”

Classifiontion of imdividual stores showld be better
thas m 1933 becamse of mora complate information on
the sthedules. For the same renson it is expacted
thot the 1935 Census of Businass raport on Ratail
Distribution will be more comprehensive and ghould
give o mare accurate picture of the ﬁeld than did the
preceding raport.



